Professor Szent-Gyorgyi's record as an investigator ensures immediate attention for his latest and most exciting observations. In brief, an idea springing from his studies of tissue metabolism led him to try the effect of succinic acid as a remedy for the ketosis of diabetes. Only five patients have so far been treated, but in one of these it was found that as little as 1.0 gramme daily by mouth would remove ketosis, the acetone bodies disappearing completely from the urine and the alkali reserve rising. In one of these cases the patient had suffered from diabetes for several years and had been kept free from ketonuria and glycosuria by a carefully controlled diet and 70 units of insulin daily. But even this treatment had failed in the long run, and just before her treatment with succinic acid her symptoms were severe, with a blood-sugar of 352 mg. per 100 c.cm., and an alkali reserve of 25 The properly constructed car, the properly adjusted, oiled, greased, fuelled, and tended car takes the hill in its stride; the properly constructed, adjusted, fuelled, and tended woman takes pregnancy in hers. It is this construction, this adjusting, this fuelling, this tending, that, in the perfection of its operation, the function of nutrition effects. But the case is different with the ill-constructed, the ill-adjusted, the ill-tended woman, in whom the function of nutrition from infancy onwards has been faulty. Then, indeed, pregnancy becomes a feat to which some succumb and from which many emerge with some weakness exposed, some permanent damage incurred. It is not, however, with the ill-constructed, the ill-adjusted, the ill-nourished, the ill-conditioned that I am here concerned, but with the Rolls-Royce of womanhood, or for that matter with the dependable Baby Austin or Morris Minor. It is to the production of these?aye, to their mass-production? that we must direct our energies, though the salvaging, the patching-up, of wrecks must still remain our portion. 
disappearing completely from the urine and the alkali reserve rising. In one of these cases the patient had suffered from diabetes for several years and had been kept free from ketonuria and glycosuria by a carefully controlled diet and 70 units of insulin daily. But even this treatment had failed in the long run, and just before her treatment with succinic acid her symptoms were severe, with a blood-sugar of 352 mg. per 100 c.cm., and an alkali reserve of 25 vols, per cent. Koranyi and Szent-Gyorgyi discontinued the insulin injections, and gave instead 10 g. of succinic acid per day orally. By the fourth day, though the concentration of sugar in the urine was unaltered, acetone bodies had disappeared from the urine, and later the alkali reserve was found to have risen sharply. That this remarkable result was not merely fortuitous was shown on two occasions by return of ketosis when use of the acid was stopped for a few days. Finally it proved possible to reduce the dose of succinic acid to 1.0 g. per day, and at the same time the urine could be kept sugar-free by the simultaneous administration of 10 units of insulin daily?in contrast to the 70 units previously given.
Though this was the most striking of the five cases the others also yielded evidence of the antiketogenic effect of the acid. In announcing these results at an early stage Koranyi and Szent-Gyorgyi wish the possibilities of their method to be explored by others. From their brief experience they suggest that the treatment of a new patient should begin with a daily dose of 10 g. of succinic acid, that this dosage should be maintained until 1 or 2 days after disappearance of the acetonuria, and that it should then be gradually reduced. The acid is given after meals as a 2 per cent solution in tapwater, the total dose being divided throughout the day. Unfortunately it is apt to produce severe nausea, and causes distress especially to patients with hyperacidity, so that experiments are now being made with its administration in capsules, or as the calcium salt in powder form.
Szent-Gyorgyi provides an explanation of these findings in terms of tissue metabolism. During the last few years he has developed a theory that the respiration of tissues is catalyzed by certain C4-dicarboxylic acids, 
Prejudices
There is a strong prejudice in the majority of people at the bare thought of transfusing into a live person the blood from a corpse. One need not, however, go very deeply into these subconscious prejudices to understand that they are of the same order as the primitive instincts that had to be overcome in the early days of ordinary blood transfusion.
There is yet another objection put forth by the patient and his relatives. Cadaver blood in the imagination of a simple and narrow-minded person is involuntarily connected with ' ptomaines', corruption, a multitude of microbes, and with the idea that the one to whom this blood has belonged has ceased to exist, and is now exposed to the horrible process of putrefaction. It will be seen therefore that all these notions are thoroughly unscientific, and are associated with the tendency to impart-to the blood a whole series of mystic properties connected with the personality of its former host. This conception is also illogical, since in medicine there is now a wide use for blood taken from slaughter-houses, as well as for different organs, prepared in different ways and injected into the veins of a patient. Everyone has become accustomed to this, and nobody protests against it. How much more simple and natural, then, it is to use instead of the blood of a dead animal the blood of a dead human being?
Surely after a certain period man will overcome these prejudices as easily as the numerous others that have arisen during the history of the development of blood transfusion.
Conclusions
The transfusion of cadaver blood seems to be fundamentally established, experimentally as well as clinically. R. M. L. 
